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• A joint initiative between the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and the European Commission (EC) 

• Purpose: To exchange notable practices and experiences and 
support knowledge transfer of innovative city logistics measures

• Improve basic understanding of freight distribution and 
service trips in urban areas

• Assess innovative policies and solutions

• Several joint efforts including events, publications, webinars, and 
knowledge-sharing activities

US-EC Urban Freight Twinning Initiative
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Urban Freight Twinning Activities to Date

• In total, Twinning activities 
have included:
• Joint events,  presentations, 

and appearances in nearly 
12 conferences and 
workshops across the globe

• Events have engaged over 
200 participants 
representing more than 15 
countries
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US and EC delegates at the CIVITAS event in Portugal, 
September 2017



TRB Urban Freight Research Workshops

• Beginning in 2018, in 
coordination with AT025 

• Goal: convene freight 
practitioners from across 
the globe to:
– Articulate research needs
– Catalyze further 

collaboration
– Exchange info learned in the 

past year 
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Joint Presence at Conferences and Events

• TRB Annual Meetings in 2016, 
2017, 2018, and 2019

• Hosted International Urban 
Freight Peer Exchange in 
Baltimore, MD (September 2018)

• Joint I-NUF session on urban 
applications of freight data 
(October 2017)

• Joint presentation at CIVITAS 
conference (September 2017)

• Visit of EC project sites by US 
delegation (September 2016)
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Tamiko Burnell (FHWA) chats with AT025 Committee Chair
Bill Eisele at I-NUF 2017

Image source: I-NUF 2017 Public Flickr account.



US-EC Urban Freight Compendia

• 2018-19 Compendium of 
Urban Freight Projects
– Forthcoming
– Anticipated 40+ project 

profiles
– 6 countries

• 2017 Compendium of 
Urban Freight Projects* 
(published here) 
– 34 project profiles
– 6 countries
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*Direct link to 2017 Compendium of Urban Freight Projects: 
https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop17029/fhwahop
17029.pdf

https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop17029/fhwahop17029.pdf
https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop17029/fhwahop17029.pdf


2018 International Urban Freight Peer 
Exchange-Baltimore, Maryland, USA
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• Jointly hosted by FHWA and EC

• 2-day peer exchange 
highlighting key 
accomplishments of the 
Twinning Initiative

• 81 attendees

• Event included panel 
presentations, tabletop 
exhibits, networking sessions, 
and site visits 

Participants at the 2018 International Peer Exchange at a 
presentation during the event.  

Image source: DJ Mason, U.S. DOT Volpe Center.



Publications on Topics of FHWA-EC 
Mutual Interest
• Series on Noteworthy Practices in Freight   

• Freight Primers:
– Operations, Logistics, and Technology Strategies (OLT) 
– Inform, Collaborate, and Partner Strategies (ICP)

• 2017 Public Roads Article: Delivering the Goods
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US-EC Webinar Series on Topics of Mutual 
FHWA-EC Interest
• US and EC presenters 

collaborated to hold three 
webinars that included US and 
international participants: 
– Public-Private Sector 

Collaboration in Freight 
Planning (May 2017)

– Electrification of Urban Freight 
Fleets (November 2017)

– Turning Freight Data into Planning 
Insights (March 2018)
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A bus passes a truck unloading along a Philadelphia street.
Source: DVRPC.



Looking Ahead: 

International 
Urban Freight

Twinning 
Efforts
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