TRB Urban Freight Transportation Committee (AT025)

Agenda for Annual Meeting

January 14, 2008 3:45 PM-5:30 PM

Shoreham Hotel, Washington, DC
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2. Approval of minutes from July 2007

Moved: Poole

Seconded: Arno Hart

Unanimously approved

3. Paper review process and Annual Meeting sponsorship

Kawamura reported that a total of 4 papers were reviewed. 2 papers were recommended for presentation, one of which was recommended for further review for publication. One of the remaining papers was recommended for a committee presentation.

Bryan reported that AT025 Co-sponsored a total of 4 sessions. He also reported on interesting presentations from those sessions.

A summary of the session papers were distributed

4. Research agenda

Committee members and friends discussed the possible research agenda. It was proposed by Bryan that subcommittees to advance research in the following area to be set up:

1. Systhesis of BESTUFS  (European best practices projects) - need statement from the U.S.

BESTUFS will finish in 2008.

KK will work on short research statement - KK will take the lead

2. NCFRP - one year old now with 8 on-going projects

2008 research problem statements has been issued - a total of 7

"Understanding Urban Freight movement" - this is about land use and its impacts

Other NCFRP projects of interest: Drayage, Environment

The committee wants feedback into the future projects (e.g. sprawl of freight facilities)

3. TRB Research Needs Database

Subcommittee: Bok,  Bostrom, Marshall 

 Delineating train containers from truck

4. Data visualization in freight planning  

5. Membership status

Bryan stated that TRB is making an effort to diversify the membership, especially involving representatives from private sectors. As the chair, Bryan expressed the desire to involve carriers or shipper communities, and asked support from those present in identifying possible members. Bran reported the second area of diversification TRB is targeting is MPOs.

6. Session planning: summer 2008 & 2009 Annual Meeting

King explained the development process for the NCFRP projects and project oversight panel nomination (for each project) process. Nomination deadline is Feb. 8. 

King discussed the TRB research needs database. NCHRP will use the database to develop research ideas

King gave information on the joint summer meeting will be in June 15-18 in Baltimore - Theme will be "Impact of Globalization on Transportation"

Next Winter meeting's theme will be "Energy and Climate Change":

Bryan stated that issues of climate change will be a long-term central research topic.  

Fischer mentioned Freight Data Conference, which will be in Irvine, CA in the Summer of 2008.

Bryan invited feedback on the following ideas:

- Organizing a workshop on urban freight planning at the Baltimore meeting. Those present generally supported the idea.

- Inviting BESTUFS presentations at next year's winter meeting. The idea received support and DaBlanc will be the point person for organizing such a session if there will be one. Bryan will follow up with DaBlanc.

7. Presentation:

a. Chicago Downtown Freight Study by Roseann O’Laughlin, Edwards & Kelcey

8. Updates from members & friends

There was a discussion on the possibility of creating the best paper award in freight theme.

