Meeting Minutes

TRB Urban Freight Transportation Committee (AT025)

Annual Meeting

January 24, 2006 10:15-12:00

Shoreham Hotel, Washington,  DC

i). Self introductions

ii). Minutes from Summer 05 meeting was distributed.

Approved without amendment (moved by Chatterjee, seconded by Poole)

iii). Kawamura reported on the paper review process

Total of four papers were reviewed. One paper was recommended for presentation and in the process of further review for publication in TRR. The paper studies the potential of various tools to encourage restaurants to receive off-peak deliveries.

One paper was recommended for presentation in the committee meeting without publication in the proceedings.

Kawamura attributed the reduction in the number of papers to the self-selection process by the submitting authors combined with the fact that there are many freight-related committees with overlapping areas.

Bryan suggested contacting E. King to find out how the papers are distributed to different committees.

It was pointed out some sessions that crossover to this committee is not co-sponsored, and we may need to pay more attention to different committee's activities. Other crossover committees outside of freight group include  economics, travel survey, etc.

Pearson stated that a joint call for paper by Travel Survey committee and Freight Data committee will be forthcoming, and AT025 should consider joining them.

iv). Freight Cooperative Research Program (FCRP)

Bryn reported on the status of FCRP. The research content is yet to be developed. But, there is a steering committee to guide the process. Agenda to come in few months. 3.75 mil per year in funding. Confirmed by Wood. 

Wood provided following information:

Bob Reily will be the liaison for TRB.

An agreement between TRB and USDOT states TRB committees will review research topics

9 tracks of research are identified in the legislation. However, there maybe a need to review and further flush out those tracks.

Instead of creating 100 small projects, focus on say 5 major projects to flush out research agenda.

AT025 need to circulate the specific tracks and get the members to review and prioritize

Economic impact of freight in urban area is a timely topic.

Timeline = September '06 to flush out the specific research topics for the RFP

White papers by the AT025 on research agenda will be helpful

Bryan stated that AT025 can participate in the FCRP process by synthesis papers, call for papers, etc.  

Possible research issues to be covered by the FCRP was solicited: 

( Experience on the dispatching center indicates that the operation is currently based on passive information. Is there a way to make it more active? Research topic can be IT application in urban environment as regards to

1. Examine what is being done

2. Examine the potential of low-cost implementation

3. Operational nexus to run IT-based operations management

( TMC are focused on routing, but parking also needs to be considered. Parking information for trucks. Loading zones, etc. Parking in CBD is also important. For example, NYC study looked at staging outside urban area.

( Public-Private Partnership in the sharing of IT generated information. What information can the public sector expect from the private sector? Need to address institutional issues, etc.

( Land use (beyond good neighbor study). Use of regulation to sustain built environment with existing terminals, re-development of ex-urban area  Land use has air quality implication.

( Smaller trucks (e.g. 2-axle). What is their role? Impacts? Modeling/impacts?

( Need for freight data and CFS. It was suggested the committee can write a letter to support freight data collection.

King informed that TRB committees cannot write a letter. However, individual members can. Also, committees can write a memo regarding the information needs. 

( Truck parking generation and trip generation need to.

( Truck shortage in the TL sector. Truck rates are increasing. ( is there a way to solve driver shortage? 

Memphis company has the lowest turnover rates, no driver remain more than 2 days on a shift. 

Land use is one factor. Drivers not getting full use of time. 

Businesses created own problems in a way. Acute problem in TL.

v). Session planning for summer 2006 & 2007 Annual Meeting

King reported on the upcoming events and deadlines.

Summer meeting. will be in La Jola, for 7/9/06 -7/11/06

Caltrans offered a presentation on the state-wide freight plan 

Teleconference is available for the committee mtgs.

Ports/waterways/Intermodal group and planning group will be at the meeting.

Short list of topics for 07 meeting will be discussed in the committee meetings. 

Other events:

NCHRP synthesis topics deadline = Feb 10, 06

Freight demand modeling conference is being planned in Washington D.C. for 9/25/06-9/27/06

A white paper for transportation information needs is being developed.

vi). Committee strategic plan & Membership

Bryan reported on the strategic plan for the AT025. Bryan will circulate the draft strategic plan to reviewers and submit final version. 

Membership rotation: Emphasis on 9-year limit except for special cases with justification. Composition of members: only one person who deal with urban freight on the day-to-day basis. Need more MPO, City people, shippers and carriers. 

vii) Kawamura reported on the City Logistics international conference. Distributed summary from the 2005 meeting in Langkawi, Malaysia.

viii). Presentation by Laetitia DaBlanc, INRETS, France: Goods Transport in Large European Cities
