TRB Urban Freight Transportation Committee (AT025)

Minutes of Annual Meeting

January 11, 2010 7:30 PM-9:30 PM

Shoreham Hotel, Washington, DC

Attendees:  Arun Chatterjee, Kazuya Kawamura, Joe Bryan, Laetitia DaBlanc, Frank Harden,  Kate Quinn, Alice Cheng, Julius Menze, Erica Wygonik, Garreth Rempel, Ralph Volpe, Chris Hoff, David Willauer, Benjamin Miller, Bill Eisele, Scott Figler, Dan Miodonski, Danielle Inendino, Sarah Sherburn, Nikki Wheeler, Paula Dowell, Robert Czerniak, Satish Ukkusuri, Richard Easley, Elaine King, Theodore Dhalberg, John V. Madden, David Krieger Tom Cherret, O'Laughlin, Marion (Ron) Poole, Dan Haake, Susie Lahsine, Steve Kale, Pete Swan

1. Greetings & introductions

2. Approval of minutes from July 2009

Approved unanimously

Moved by  

3. Paper review process and Annual Meeting sponsorship

11 papers reviewed. 5 accepted for presentation. All will be presented in Urban Freight poster session (2:30 - 5pm Blue Room Foyer)

10-0977: Freight transport, a key for urban economies Guidelines for practitioners

10-1563: Exclusive Truck Facilities In The Toronto Area: Analysis Of Truck And Automobile Demand

10-2654: Conceptual Framework and Trucking Application to Estimate the Impact of Congestion on Freight

10-4113: Algorithms And Methodologies To Analyze And Quantify The Impacts Of Congestion on Time-Dependent Real-World Networks

10-3878:  A Disaggregate Urban Shipment Size/Vehicle-type Choice Model

JB reports on the session on multi-state coalitions from the AM.

4. Conditions Around the Country & World

Reports on trucking industry suggest there are many firms that are essentially bankrupt but banks refuse to accept trucks as collateral because they are worthless in the market.

Conferences, e.g. CSCMP, attendance down significantly

Prince Rupert managed to grow little, and situations seem to be relatively better in Canada.

40% loss in 2009 in total volume, trucking did not decrease in vol, but rate decreased, possibly resulting in mode shift from rail to truck. Sign of volume recovering. 30% down in import container, fuel still expensive, 

Economic environment depends on the region because of the reunification legacy. Thus, overall not seems too bad. Port closing during night instead of 24/7

Eastern part of Europe is catastrophic although West is doing OK

Shortlines have been used to store railcars by Class I in up state NY. Similar stories in Chicago and other cities. 

Logistics is one of stronger industries in many regions. High hopes for Panama Canal and Heartland Corridor

US Authorization Outlook

Draft is published.  2 significant components (1. Reestablishment of the Office of Intermodalism that may lead to national transportation strategy, mode-neutral discretionary program at metropolitan level, may create job market for freight planner, 2. funding for multimodal, merit-based projects of national significance, 3. Office of Intermodalism will be examine the idea of national infrastructure bank).

Freight improvement program is proposed as well with a dedicated funding. Requires state freight plan with private sector participation, performance measures to allocated fund required, designate core freight system in addition to national highway system. 

Some discussion on how the weight limits will be set for those roads.  There will be a 2-year study to examine weight limit issue

Measurement-based system will depend on the management of freight transportation, then MPOs and states must talk to the private sector operators

Discussion on the percentage of MPOs with freight committees. Philadelphia, Baltimore successful cases, but regular attendance from freight sector is difficult

5. Research

NCFRP 15 – Understanding Urban Goods Movements 

"Research led by MPO" was submitted by At025 but not accepted by NCFRP.

Various European studies, e.g.  tools to transfer best practices into cities. Model cities: include London, Paris, Barcelona, Bologna, etc… The project strives to transfer what they do in those cities to other European cities, including data collection. 

-"Smart Freight" similar to air freight controller for freight. Web site "Smartfreight.org"

www.transport-research.info/web is an excellent source for freight research.

Possibly session on foreign experiences next year

Hader - NCFRP Southern cal drayage project

6. Session planning: summer 2010 & 2011 Annual Meeting

7/11/10 - Minneapolis 

Possible session topics: 

KK to be the point person to put together a call for paper on mobile data sources - Dan Hake, David Willauer, Susan Lahsene can provide contacts for Portland study 

Anti-idling issue may be possible session topic

Sustainable freight in general 

7. Membership

Next rotation in 2012. But openings can be filled on an interim basis until 2012.

8. Updates from members & friends

