Minutes of 

TRB Urban Freight Transportation Committee (AT025) meeting

January 14, 2009 10:15 PM-12:00 PM

Shoreham Hotel, Washington, DC

Kazuya Kawamura (Secretary, AT025)

Attendees

Caroline Mays

Nancy Pfeffer

Arun Chatterjee

Huajing Shi

Chris Hoff

Karin Foster

Lance Grenzeback
Kate Quinn

Burr Stewart

Tom Cherrett

Bryce Sharman

Alison Conway

Paula Dowell

Elaine King

Qi Gong

Andre Tok

Barbara Ivanov

Jienki Synn

Justin Cooner

Alan Hachey

Michael Anderson

Michael Browne

Tom O'Brien

Dan Sheedah

Tina Casgar

Bill Rogers

David Damm-Luhr 

Kazuya Kawamura - Secretary

Joe Bryan - Chair

David Krieger - by Phone

1. Greetings & introductions

2. Approval of minutes from July 2008 mid-year meeting in Baltimore, MD 

Moved: Kate Quinn

Seconded: Chatterjee

Approved unanimously

3. Paper review process and Annual Meeting sponsorship

Kawamura reported on the paper review process

3 papers reviewed and 2 were accepted for presentation, with one being considered for TRR Overall quality was acceptable

4. Views of the World in Flux (discussion)

This discussion focused on the Long-term theme that the Chair considers critical - Cost of fuel and supply chain reaction

Mays: on the increasing level of awareness at the state-level, but she also mentions that translating the awareness into tangible projects is yet to be seen. 

Quinn: Loss of gas tax and recession are making competition for money more severe. Stimulus package will be mostly for construction projects, although small portion will be for studies. Although stimulus will benefit freight, it will be more incidental.

Mays - how to highlight freight as a key component of stimulus projects is a challenge

Chatterjee mentioned the rumor about a decrease in volume at Port of Charleston. Dowell confirmed that is true.

Casgar reported the massive budget crisis in California It is requiring deficit and stimulus to be planned at the same time. 

Ivanov: In Washington DOT, funded projects must have freight component and that creates opportunities

Quinn: Critical to highlight freight impacts on stimulus projects. All the projects funded by the stimulus package are those that have gone under design and EIS. Thus, it is hard to influence project prioritization.

Dwell: Construction itself is freight intensive and will have work zone impacts. Seconded by Mays

O'Brien: Economic competitiveness is critical in CA.

Bryan: Reauthorization also needs to be considered. Discusses experience at FEDEX - no Fall peak, which is highly unusual. Rail Intermodal - containers decreased dramatically. There is a shift from West to East coasts.  A firm reporting a fall of 6%. 

Browne: Truck VMT problems still exists in UK. 

5. Research activity

NCHRP 20-05 Synthesis: Freight Transportation Surveys – Reported by D. Krieger

Krieger: PI for NCFRP 20-25 gives an overview of the project. The project involves  survey of inventory of freight data, data collection methods, linking survey data, identify and document best practices, cost and data distribution issues, etc. 

Similar projects in on-going in Canada.

Contact dkriger@itramsconsulting.com for more information.

NCFRP 09 – Institutional Arrangements in the Freight System – PI. Mike Williamson

Nancy Pfeffer presented an overview of NCFRP09 

Rogers provides an Overview of FY2009 projects under NCFRP as well as HAZMAT projects.

There were 43 projects were submitted for this cycle. 

Project suggestions are accepted year around.

TRB is asking for nomination for NCFRP panel

Bryan mentions possible future collaboration with AT060 - Trucking Industry Research.

Bryan: This committee should pursue a scan of BESTUFFS that was submitted last year but not funded. Need a DOT sponsor.

AT025 web site volunteer: Dan Seedah to coordinate with Bryan 

Browne: There will be a WCTR conference in Lisbon in June 2010. Call for paper will be circulated via committee's list. Special Interest Group (SIG9 - Urban Goods movement) has a newsletter and that may be circulated through this committee. He encourages participation.

6. Session planning: summer 2009 & 2010 Annual Meeting

- Summer meeting will be in Seattle. July 19-22.

- Freight data conference in Irvine

- Data and tolls for Air quality conference - Irvine.

7. Membership [deferred]

8. Updates from members & friends [deferred]

