 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Minutes of Urban Freight Transportation Committee (A1B07)

On July 13, 2002 in Providence, RI
Attendees: List is attached

1.
Susie Lahsene, Chairperson, opened the meeting at 8:00 am.

2.
Self introduction by attendees.

3.
The minutes of the January meeting were reviewed and adopted.

4.
Susie reviewed the topics for the 2003 annual meeting, which were discussed at the joint meeting of several freights committees.  The topics relevant to the Urban Freight Committee are “Expanding Capacity in Freight Corridors” and “Truck Only Lanes and Pricing.”  There is a good potential of getting international participation.

5.
Peter Plummeau mentioned that “data needs for freight planning for MPO’s” and “freight and smart growth” are topics that will be of interest to several committees.  Kate Quinn, Julius Gorys and Darrin Roth endorsed the idea of a session dealing with land use and smart growth and their relation to freight.  Steve Kale pointed out that a NCHRP Synthesis project is underway on the topic of “Freight as a Good Neighbor.”

6.
In addition to “incorporating freight in data needs for planning” and “smart growth, land use and freight”, the topics of ‘expanding freight capacity’ and ‘truck only lanes’ as well as a topic related to international activities will be pursued for sessions at the 2003 annual meeting. Specific individuals were assigned to develop the details for these sessions.  Need a list of presenters in each session by September 15.

7.
Juluis Gorys made a presentation on “Central Ontario Goods & Services Strategy.”  It dealt with goods movement surveys and planning activities in the Toronto area.

8.
The committee members undertook ‘strategic planning’ for the committee.  The existing strategic plan developed in July 1998 was reviewed along with the ‘self-evaluation of committee activities’, which was done two years ago.

9.
Elaine King briefly discussed the strategic plan for TRB.  She pointed out that ‘security’ issues & topics are receiving a high priority.

10.
Susie listed critical issues and trends suggested by the attendees:

· Ability to model goods movement to identify bottle-necks and assess air quality.

· New engine emission standards for trucks and its impact on urban goods    movement.

· Smaller trucks are growing at a fast rate in urban areas.

· Inherent conflict between smart growth and need for freight delivery.

· Competition for land use:

increased residential and retail in central area

industrial land use availability

· Cost implications for freight of land use decision

· Economic implications of not accounting for freight in planning

· Congestion and its implication for supply chain management

· Determination of intermodal connectors

· Expanding right of way to create multimodal freight

· Efficiency of access to terminals and 

· Public understanding of freight issues

· Mismatch of handling freight

· Adoption of freight corridors

· Highways and economic corridors

· Impact of shippers’ decision on goods movement

· Incorporating parking space specifications for courier vehicles

· Crossing jurisdiction – disconnect between natural markets and jurisdictional focus

· Adequacy of routing information for truck drivers – ITS opportunities

· Outreach to improve freight modeling consideration and need for better understanding of truck travel

· Don’t have tools or data to support and evaluate freight decisions

· Development of freight campuses/villages or transportation parks 

· Freight oriented development

· Freight shippers/providers on MPO boards.  Need to engage shippers/carriers in MPO decision making

11.
The committee members reviewed and commented on the Mission Statement and Goals. 

12.
The need for developing “performance measures” to assess the activities related to the goals of the strategic plan was discussed.

13.
Elaine King mentioned the need for developing research problem statements.  These are to be sent by August 15 electronically.

14.
Membership related issues and opportunities were discussed.

15.
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 am

